
My dear Trinity family, 

Greetings for a wonderful season of celebration! The Holy week and Easter bring us a fresh view of our exalted, 

ever-living King of Kings and Lord of Lord - Jesus!  I am writing this letter to you on the week of the big snow 

in March.  Even after about two years and four months of living in the US, I still wake up at times and wonder, 

“Am I really here?” A new country.  A new place.  A new experience.  I have enjoyed shoveling a good amount 

of snow along with Nihal and stepping over to help with some neighbors.  But once in a while, I am tempted to 

look at the weather app on my phone and as I look at the temperature in Bangalore, India, it adamantly holds on 

to the mid 70’s.  Is there a way in which I can work in PA with the weather controlled like in Bangalore?   

We realize in all things about our lives, 

that some things change and some things 

don’t. When it comes to the weather, we 

are so glad that things will soon be 

changing! A warm welcome to you our 

dear friend, Spring! (With the brightness 

and warmth, you bring, I wonder if you 

hold an Indian passport)   

The season of Lent brought us many a 

challenge to reconsider what needs to 

remain and what needs to be removed.  

The Easter narrative reminds us that 

Christ has indeed conquered, death, sin, 

Satan and the powers of darkness.  For 

anyone who sincerely takes a journey to 

the cross and the empty tomb, it is im-

possible to not want to start life all over 

again.  No wonder the scripture declares 

in 1 Corinthians 15: 57, “But thanks be 

to God!  He gives us the victory through 

our Lord Jesus Christ”.   

In our new series in April, I want to em-

brace the challenge of celebrating 

“Victory Over”.  I want to invite to you 

journey with me as we look at biblical 

narratives and texts that remind us that 
(Continued on page 2) 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

A Journey to Higher Ground 
The sovereign Lord is my strength; He makes my feet like the feet of a deer. 

He enables me to go on to the heights.  ~ Habakkuk 3:19 

APRIL 2017 THEME: 
VICTORY OVER 

April 2 The victory that worship brings 

  Isaiah 6: 1-8, Luke 7: 36-50 

April 9  The victory that surrender brings 

  Psalm 15, Matthew 21: 12-17  

April 13 Maundy Thursday 

  The victory that servanthood brings  

  Isaiah 53:1-12, John 13: 1-16 

April 14 Good Friday (Tenebrae Service) 

April 16 Easter Sunday 

  The victory that a new start brings  

  John 20: 1-10, John 20: 11- 18 

April 23  The victory that a special encounter brings  

  1 Corinthians 15: 1-11, Luke 24: 13-35 

April 30 Unified Service 

  Living the life of victory 

  Psalm 100, Psalm 40: 1-8 
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we cannot and must not live like people who have “one foot in the river and one foot on the bank” (An Indian 

saying oft used to challenge compromise of truth and value).  When it comes to consecrating our lives, there 

are not mid-places in some places.  I have often reiterated that happiness without holiness cannot be reality in 

the Christian circle.  Some of us might say, “but I am made in a certain fashion and that’s why I lose my tem-

per, gossip a bit, speak a ‘few’ untruths or I’m a work-shirker occasionally”.  Friend, you must wake up from 

that delusion!  God did not make you that way.  He made you for abundant, victorious living.  Jesus did not 

leave his heaven to let you remain the way you are.  He came down, so that you might go up.  Up in your atti-

tudes, up in your victory over the flesh, up in your victory over worldliness, and up in your victory over the 

self.  The Christian life is not one we live on a playfield as much as on a battlefield.  The devil wants to defeat 

us with disunity, self-obsession, an inward focus, the refusal of grace and much more.  The lord wants us by 

contrast to live in liberty, joy and peace.   

Let me close this letter with the challenge presented in one of my favorite texts in the New Testament.  Paul 

wrote in 2 Corinthians 5: 17, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:  the old has gone, 

the new is here! “.  When I was in my early teens I enjoyed every day of life like a little child fascinated by a 

new-found joy. One of the most memorable truths during that fascinated me and convinced me that God was 

not dead, that God was not a fictional add-on in a life of false hopes – was the fact that I could see the differ-

ence He was making in me! Even me!  What a joy to see that I could find victory over the very things that had 

potential to make me a little less like Jesus. A little more frustrated maybe, a little angrier maybe, a little more 

selfish maybe, a little more wealth-obsessed maybe. Victory over all that and more were available to me and I 

look back and borrow John Newton’s words to sing, “Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a 

wretch like me”. I guess as we grow older, the Lord does overtime to keep us on track -  At whatever stage 

of life you are in, I pray that you will find your, “Victory Over” season this April.  As Spring delights, you 

with bright skyscapes and beautiful sunshine, the earth below will breathe with new life as flowers bloom and 

creatures rejoice.  May your heart rise with new hope and promise that, “Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed”.   

Because He lives, 

Arun        

(Continued from page 1) 

~He made you for abundant, victorious living ~      

COMMUNITY  

EASTER SUNRISE 

SERVICE 

 

Beginning at 6:30am, April 16th in New Cumber-

land’s Borough Park (517 Front St.). Sponsored by 

the New Cumberland Ministerium and led by Pastor 

Charlie Zahora and Pastor Rick Key of the New 

Cumberland First Church of God.  Bring a chair 

along.  Questions: 717-774-2112. 

This first color edition of the Tidings was 

made possible because of your support to 

the ministry here.  We have been privi-

leged to have a new color copier included 

in our office equipment.   

Thank you!   

A special thanks to Jocelyn MacMinn, our 

Communications Administrator, for her 

efforts in trying to make the Tidings, our 

Facebook page and our website, more user

-friendly and effective.   

Sincerely, 

Arun 

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP SERVICE  
The Good Friday Worship Service will be hosted 

by Baughman UMC at 12 noon, April 14th. 
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SUNNIER SIDE OF SIXTY 

Tuesday, April 25th at 2:00 PM  

“Our safety is not in the absence of troubles 

 but in the presence of the Lord.”  

Debbie Sisk, soprano soloist, will minister in music as 

well as Wilma Rockey who will play the hammered 

dulcimer. Rev. Raymond Brooks will preach and he, 

along with our retired clergy friends, will assist Pastor 

Andrews in the service and in the serving of Holy 

Communion. The faithful Trinity volunteers will pre-

pare a lovely fellowship time in the Mt. Olivet Room. 

Come and be inspired by the service and then share in 

the fellowship following the service! 

Thank you to Rev. Creamer for his stirring sermon in 

the last Sunnier Side of Sixty service, and to Diane 

and Fred Jenkins for their inspiring music. Thank you 

to Rev. Andrews for encouraging Trinity to consider 

such a service! 

STRONGWOMEN/GROWING STRONGER 

STRENGTH TRAINING PROGRAM 
A second session of StrongWomen/Growing 

Stronger will begin Monday, April 17 at 9:30 am. 

This six week program is geared for middle-aged to 

older women and men and is based upon years of re-

search on how strength training and proper nutrition 

improve the health of women and men of all ages.  If 

you are curious about the program and want to give it 

a try, join us for this short 6-week session. Class 

meets for 1 hour, twice a week, Monday and 

Wednesday mornings in the Mt. Olivet Room. There 

is a $45 fee and participants may need to provide 

their own hand weights and ankle weights. 

Mandatory paperwork must be completed in order to 

participate in the program and individuals age 70 and 

over must get a doctor’s permission. Past participants 

must pre-register.  

 For more information or to register for the program, 

go to: http://extension.psu.edu/strongwomen/events 

and click on “Upcoming Events” or contact the Penn 

State Extension office at 240-6500. 

APRIL 8TH 

ALL 
ARE INVITED!!! 

This year's annual Men's Lenten Prayer Breakfast 

series, entitled " A Better Man", is designed to make 

us better men for those who matter in our 

lives...including ourselves!!  Each Saturday during 

Lent we will meet at 8 AM in fellowship hall for 

great breakfast food and meaningful fellowship!   

A LENTEN OFFERING 

Dear Trinity Family, 

Thank you in advance for 

your continued commitment 

to saving lives… This year, 

as in the past, Trinity will be 

hosting the Central Pennsyl-

vania ‘not-for-profit” com-

munity Blood Program.  

Saturday, April 8th, from 9 AM-1 PM  

following the co-ed Lenten Breakfast 

You have the opportunity to give a blood donation so 

others in need might see another tomorrow.  Please 

consider this gift of life- in remembrance of our 

Lord’s sacrifice for each of us.   

Your Parish Nurse ~ Barbara Z.  

TEAM L TRIPLE H TO THE RESCUE 
Bringing practical help to your doorstep - for free! 

Introducing Trinity's extension of "practical and 

handy folk". We have a group of people from our 

faith community at Trinity who are willing to volun-

teer time, skill and energy to help you with some of 

your practical needs.  For fixing a wall, painting, 

mowing your lawn, sorting out a practical household 

issue, cleaning, vacuuming, etc., you can count on 

"Team L triple H"!  Contact Mike Schofield. 

http://extension.psu.edu/strongwomen/events


THANK YOU ~ THANK YOU ~ THANK YOU 
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~A Note of Appreciation~ 

There are many who look after the comfort and 

well-being of our Trinity Church Family.  I espe-

cially acknowledge the commitment and dedica-

tion of our good stewards, Daryl Potteiger and 

John Mickle to a request made following a recent 

Sunnier Side of Sixty Service.  

We now have a new, well-defined half-step in 

place at the side entrance, (parking lot) door to our 

church. What a blessing for those of us who re-

quire that little extra assist.  

Also, please note for your convenience and safety, 

a motion-activated illumination, located at the ele-

vator leading into Fellowship Hall… a most wel-

come ‘light at the end of the tunnel’.  

Thank you, for your expertise, quick response, 

support and resolution to our needs.  

With grateful appreciation.                   ~Barbara Z.  

A BIG thank you to my church family for all your 

cards, phone calls and flowers.  A special thank 

you to Pastor Arun for his  pre-surgery visit and to 

Barbara Zimmerman for her hospital visit and 

food.  Thank you Millie Walters, Mary Her and 

Carol Evertts for your delicious meals.  God bless 

all of you and lots of love.               ~ Betty Winter   

Thank you all for your cards, prayers, phone calls 

and concerns during my recent hospital stay.  A 

special thank you to Pastor Arun, Dan, and Barb 

for their visits, phone calls and flowers.  I am truly 

blessed.                            ~ Meade Wilt and family 

I would like to thank all my Trinity friends and 

family for all the cards, calls and assistance during 

my Mom's (Ada Bates) illness and sudden passing. 

They really mean a lot to me; it's great to know I 

don't have to go through anything alone. Without 

God, friends and family this would have been a 

tough time in my life.                        ~ Holly Koch 

MUSIC NOTES FROM DAN  

Looking Ahead . . . 

Sunday, May 21 Music Sunday ~ 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Services of Worship  

 Trinity's Choirs join with United Bells and instrumentalists  

                                to lead a service of worship based upon The Lord's Prayer.  

Wednesday, May 31  Celebration Organ Concert ~ 7:00 p.m.                                    

Trinity's  Organ Committee is delighted to welcome Rhonda Sider Edgington to her Central Pennsyl-

vania home for a concert to celebrate the new console of our 1947 Wicks pipe organ. Rhonda is the 

daughter of our own Dr. Ronald R. and Beth Sider  She studied in Germany as a Fulbright Scholar 

and has established a reputation both nationally and internationally as a recitalist and as a featured 

artist for  conventions of the American Guild of Organists and the Organ Historical Society.  

This concert will have an added dimension as Rhonda is joined by illustrator and calligrapher, 

Timothy Botts who grew up as part of the Trinity family. Mr. Botts will create sketches as Rhonda 

is playing three of the evening's selections.  

A reception will follow. An offering will be taken for  the organ fund in support of the instru-

ment's continued restoration.  



Page 5 

BLANKET SUNDAY 

Trinity will celebrate Blanket 

Sunday on May 21.  This an op-

portunity for us to contribute to 

Church World Service to their 

Blankets and Tools program. 

Contributions from people like us 

make it possible for aid to be pro-

vided when it is most needed, im-

mediately after a disaster 

strikes.  A small contribution 

pinned to our blanket makes a big 

difference for people in crisis. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

2nd Hand Sale dates & hours:  

May 2 – 12 (noon) to 7 p.m. 

May 3 – 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

May 4 – 8 a.m. to 12 (noon) 

DAYTIME DROP OFF : 

April 24, 25, 26, 27, & 28 

from 9 a.m. to 12 (noon)   

EVENING DROP OFF:  

April 26 and 27  

from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.   

 

Team L Triple H is providing 

pick up by request & appoint-

ment.  Please contact Mike 

Schofield at 938-3548 to sched-

ule this service.  

Donna Ratulowski at 512-3365 is 

serving as coordinator. Thank 

you! 

“One person’s junk is 

 another person’s treasure.” 

SIMPLIFY & DONATE! 
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April  2 

6-8 PM Youth Group 

Creation Room 

April 9 

6-8 PM Youth Group 

Creation Room 

April 21-22 

7 PM-7 PM 

30 Hour Famine 

April 30 

6-8 PM Fellowship Time 

On May 13, Trinity Youth Ministry will be parting with 

Recycle Bikes Harrisburg to provide our annual “Bike 

Extravaganza”!  We are aiming to get every bike that we 

fix into the hands of children and families who are 

desperately in need of a bike!  This year, the youth will 

be helping to fix these bicycles and connecting with the 

community to make this happen!   

If you know a family that could use a bike, or has some 

bikes that are in desperate need of repair, make sure to 

tell them about our “Bike Extravaganza”.  We would love 

to connect with them.  If you have any questions or need 

more information, contact Tyler Schouppe or Jim Uber. 

30 HOUR FAMINE  

On April 21-22, the youth minis-

try will be taking a step out in 

faith, as we fast for 30 hours and 

serve our community!  We will be 

meeting together to fix bikes for 

local families in need, serving lo-

cal non-profit organizations, and 

plugging in right here at Trini-

ty!  We look forward to fasting in 

solidarity for millions around the 

globe who do not have enough 

food and drink to sustain them-

selves or family!  We also plan on 

raising funds for Medard’s house, 

and having an opportunity to con-

nect with their ministry!  If you 

are a student looking to get signed 

up to for the event, or a parent 

wanting to find out more infor-

mation, contact Tyler Schouppe. 
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Sunday Duties for April  2017 

DUTY April 2 April 9 April 16 April 23 April 30 Apr 13/14 

Altar Guild Cindy Ickler- 
Intinction  
Communion 

Millie Walters Bonnie Moyer 
Joyce Klinger 
Millie Walters 

Sue Bishop Sue Bishop Carol Evertts 

Liturgist: 
  8:15 
 
 
  10:45 

 
Rev. Peterson 
 
 
Rev. Peterson 

 
George Karnes 
 
 
Kathy Miller 

 
Yvonne James 
 
 
Mel Eyer 

 
Donna  
Ratulowski 
 
Betsy Miller 
 

 
Mike Schofield 

 
13th  
Rev. Marcia Haller  

Lamb’s Talk Communion,  
No Lamb’s Talk 

Miriam Andrews Raymond Brooks Missi St. Cyr Jady Conroy  

Nursery: 
   8:15 
 
 
   10:45 
 

 
Cindy Bailey 
Patsy Bashore 
 
Allyn Litzelman 

 
Sue Bishop 
Mary Ellen Eyer 
 
Betsy Miller 
Millie Walters 
 

 
Scott Loomis 
 

 
Barb Kiehl 
 
 
Mary Herr 
Paula Taylor 
 

United Service 
no 8:15 Service 
 
 
Margie Creamer 
Jody and Kaity 
Wickenheiser  

 
14th 
Barb Mickle 
Mary Strausbaugh 

Ushers: 
   8:15 
 
  10:45 

 
Ryan Wickenheiser*, Greg Cassimatis, Lori Young, Peddrick Young, Doug Eakin  
 
George Karnes*, Raymond Brooks, Ethel Brooks, Jim Strausbaugh, Sue Bishop 

                                                                                                                                * denotes Head Usher 

Coffee 
Fellowship 

Adult Sunday 
School Class 

 Chancel Choir Adult Sunday 
School Class 

  

Adult SS 
Teacher 

Betsy Miller Marcia Haller Rodney Miller Raymond Brooks Pastor Peterson  

Elective SS 
Teacher 

Jady Conroy Joe Seker John Mickle George Karnes  Combined 
Classes 

 

Counting Team Karen Brinton and Kathy Miller 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
June  4th-8th / 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm 

June 9th / 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
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UNITED METHODIST PRAYER INITIATIVE: PRAYING OUR WAY FORWARD 

The entire United Methodist Church is involved in a prayer initiative "to actively seek God's leadership at 

this critical juncture in the life of our church," said Bishop Wallace- Padgett. The initiative began with the 

bishops and now is being brought to the entire church. 

The United Methodist West Shore cluster churches of the Susquehanna Conference have been invited to 

participate in a prayer chain on May 7th. Trinity's prayer times (along with our sister churches in the 

Cluster namely Baughman, Community, Calgary, Grace and Camp Hill UMCs) will be Sunday, May 

7th from 2 to 3 am and 2 to 3 pm. We plan to have a sign-up sheet in the Genesis Room asking for as many 

as possible to participate in individual 15 minute prayer intervals. We will pray for the future of the United 

Methodist church in our homes during those times. 

 #prayourwayforward 

Trinity National Day of Prayer 
 

7:30 PM – Wednesday, May 10  
to  

7:30 PM- Thursday, May 11 
 

FOR YOUR GREAT NAME’S SAKE 
HEAR US… FORGIVE US… HEAL US! 

 
“O Lord, Listen! O Lord, Forgive! O Lord, Hear and Act! For Your Sake, O My God...! 
                                                                                                                         Daniel 9:19 

 
Trinity will focus on prayer for 24 hours. This 24 hour period will include three prayer services held throughout the time period and 
also a prayer vigil with the Trinity family praying in half hour time slots. We will begin at 7:30 PM Wednesday evening at Commu-
nity United United Methodist and conclude at 7:30 Thursday evening on the steps of Trinity. 
 

Wednesday evening, May 10
th

  
7:30 PM- Prayer Service in the sanctuary of Community United Methodist 

We will join with our friends at Community to call upon the Lord’s Name. 
 

24 Hour Prayer Vigil 
Half hour slots for all our Trinity community 

Sign-up sheet in the church narthex 
Participants in prayer vigil will have a personal praying guide 

May 10 – 7:30 PM until May 11 – 8:30 AM  
in your home 

 
May 11 – 8:30 to 2 PM  

3:00 to 7:00 PM  
in Trinity sanctuary 

 
2:00 PM – Healing Service in the Sanctuary of Trinity 

We will call upon God for spiritual, physical, and emotional healing. 
 

7:00 PM – Praying Circle Around the Trinity church building 
The entire Trinity congregation is encouraged to attend and circle the building with prayer. 

We will gather prayer requests in the previous several weeks and individually pray over these requests. 
 

7:30 - PM – Prayer Service on the steps of Trinity with music led by Trinity musicians 
We will take “the church” to the street.  

Following this prayer service we will continue to interact with neighbors on the street.  
 

Will you commit with us to pray for: 
Government – Church – Military – Family – Education – Media - Business 

 
Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.  

The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.     James 5:16 



 

“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything; tell God your needs, and don’t forget to thank him 
for his answers. If you do this, you will experience God’s peace, which is far more wonderful than the human mind 
can understand. His peace will keep your thoughts and your hearts quiet and at rest as you trust in Christ Jesus.”                          
                             ~ Philippians 4:6-7 (The Living Bible) 

 

It seems like a dream now that I was dressed in shorts and riding my bicycle on three occasions in the aberrant 
month of February.  Now, as I write this, with 22” of snow on the ground and howling winds blowing more around, 
I could get a bit anxious. We are scheduled to go on a family vacation to Florida later this week. My mind can do all 
sorts of crazy things with the ‘what ifs?’ that now line up for my attention as I am trying to manage all the last-
minute items that were already on my list. Snow makes everything more difficult to navigate, and every chore be-
comes a larger obstacle on my path towards our departure. As I struggle to shovel a path from the house to the bird 
feeders and another to the chicken coop and another to give the dog access to a place to do her business, I feel over-
whelmed. I am thankful that my husband is doing the big job of clearing the driveway and our vehicles. My body is 
achy and tired. My mind is wired. My chores are mired.  Help! 

Coming inside for a break, I am drawn to movement in the holly tree just outside the picture window. I sit on the 
wide window bench to see which birds are enjoying the bright red berries on this wintry day. I watch as Titmice and 
Robins and Bluebirds flit through the tree, dislodging clumps of snow as they reach for berries. I’m thankful that we 
didn’t cut those berries off when we considered trimming the tree in the fall.  The warmth of the wood stove and my 
exhaustion prompt me to take a minute to just sit….. and my gaze falls on the larger scene outside…. Tall dark tree 
trunks flanked with white, a curving driveway, freshly cleared, and the peaceful quiet and beauty of snow gently fall-
ing through the woods all around me. I surrender to the magical feeling of it... like being inside a snow-globe held 
in God’s hands.  Nothing else about the day has changed, but I’ve allowed God’s peace to fill my heart and replace 
the turmoil. I’ve taken my eyes off the immediate task and looked up.  

I remember being anxious about the rainy days we had while in California, but our daughter-in-law has shared pic-
tures of the magnificence and abundance of the flowers currently exploding into bloom in the desert. Places we vis-
ited that seemed arid and lifeless are now simply carpeted with gorgeous blossoms! It’s a sensational display that has-
n’t been seen for decades. The rain and snow that falls does not fail to do the job it was sent to do, just like God’s 
Word does not return empty. It is restorative to surrender that need to be in control and relax, knowing that God is. 
There is redemption to be found in any situation that makes me uncomfortable. Patience and trust and prayer are 
the keys to discovering that redemption. “Turn your eyes upon Jesus…”  

 

 

Good Father, thank you for showing me once again how to lay down 
my cares and anxieties and trust in you for the plan. Help me to dwell 
less on my comfort and more on your great power. Amen.                          

~Jady Conroy 

Reflections on Creation 
April 2017 
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TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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JOIN  US  FOR  WORSHIP 

Worship Services ~ Sundays at 8:15 AM and 10:45 AM    

Sunday School Classes for all ages ~ Sundays at 9:30 AM  

TAKE 5  

TO PRAY  

DAILY 

@ 8:30 PM 

Deadline for 
 

May 2017 
Tidings articles 

 
April 15 

Church Office Hours are 

Monday through Friday, 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM 

 

Phone:  (717) 774-7146      

 Fax:  (717) 712-1200 

Church website:  www.trinityumnc.com 
    

 

 Trinity United Methodist Church New Cumberland 


